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Dear readers,
I am honoured to have this opportunity to address you with this introductory text. We live a hectic world. Many of us stil l 
remember times when we were satisfied that the control system was working. At present, we consider the requirement 
for a high reliability of the control system and, in many cases, the requirement for its safety, to be completely self-evi-
dent and legitimate. This shift in evaluating the quality features of control systems is a natural consequence of new 
knowledge and constantly evolving technologies. Since safety has to be paid for, and it is an investment that does not 
have to have primarily an economic benefit, the level of safety needs to be adequate. The answer to the question of what 
is to be adequate safety is quite problematic, and if it is about protecting human health, this problem is growing into 
an ethical area. While the existing standards and regulations give an answer to this question, they also create a signifi-
cant space for ambiguous interpretation of their content. However, it can be stated that this is not a technical problem. 
There are many components of automation technology on the market that are labelled as safety-related components. 
It is often believed that the use of safety components is a necessary and sufficient condition to achieve the required 
safety features of the control system. Alternatively, it is argued that the safety of the system corresponds to its least 
safety component, i.e. a chain is only as strong as its weakest link. Is it really always so? Poorly implemented safety 
components can ultimately lead to a system not disposing the required safety properties. On the other hand, a system 
with a high level of safety can be created even from standard components - a synergistic effect is achieved. Humans 
have an innate instinct to protect their health and property. 

It would be desirable that we use this natural disposition not only for the benefit of ourselves but also for the benefit of 
others. Among other things, we can do so, for example, by taking a responsible approach to the design and application 
of technical systems. The exchange of information through major scientific journals, including Advances in Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering, contributes to this goal.
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